
 

 
 
Biographies Participants Capacity Building ‘How to Counter Right-Wing Populism and 
Extremism in Europe’ (12-16 October 2015)* 
 
 

1. Miriam Ajayi (25), Germany, is currently studying social sciences at Humboldt 
University in Berlin; she also studied in Belgium. She is interested in the areas of 
racism and anti-racism, migration and integration policies, citizenship and identity 
politics. She is a student research assistant at Humboldt University’s Department of 
Diversity and Social conflict and is active within the Initiative for Black People in 
Germany. (miriam.ajayi@gmx.de) 
 

2. Juliette Alibert (22), France, is a master student of Public Policies at Sciences Po 
Bordeaux. In 2009-2010 she was a member of the European Youth Parliament. She 
also co-managed a participative cultural project in the pro-European NGO 
EUROFEEL. She was a volunteer in different social organisations: dealing with 
illiteracy (as a French teacher for migrants). During her time as an Erasmus student 
in Madrid she worked for a homeless centre. In 2014, she co-founded the student 
NGO Yes We Act whose goal it is to mobilise students for volunteer activities carried 
out by other NGOs and to develop social projects. (juliette.alibert@gmail.com) 
 

3. Théo Aphecetche (21), France, is currently studying European Affairs at Sciences 
Po Bordeaux, France. He took part in the Erasmus Programme at the University of 
Vienna (Austria). Théo is vice-president of EUROFEEL, a European organisation of 
Sciences Po Bordeaux.  
 

4. James Bartholomeusz (23), United Kingdom, is a writer and a researcher 
associated with the Project for Democratic Union. Having been awarded a master's 
degree in Philosophy from King's College London, he recently undertook a Robert 
Schuman traineeship at the European Parliament, and is currently working on the 
campaign to keep Britain in the EU. He is also the author of three novels for young 
adults. (james.bartholomeusz@democraticunion.eu) 
 

5. Zsófia Deák† (28), Hungary, is working in the Prague office of the Heinrich-Böll-
Stiftung (hbs) as Programme Assistant within the Democracy programme. She is 
responsible for the Hungarian activities of the hbs and is the editor of the ‘Focus on 
Hungary’ online dossier. Projects she has recently been involved in are related to 
tendencies of the far-right, anti-democratic developments and local civil activism in 
Hungary. (dzsofi@gmail.com) 
 

6. Jekatyerina (Katya) Dunajeva (30), Hungary, received her PhD from the University 
of Oregon (USA), department of Political Science in 2014. Her dissertation examines 
Roma identity formation in Hungary and Russia. Katya’s research focuses on Roma, 
minority marginalisation, formal and informal education, far-right ideology and youth 
empowerment in the context of the former Socialist region. Currently, Katya teaches 
at Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, Hungary and works as a political analyst at 
Political Capital – Policy Research and Consulting Institute, where she joined the 

                                                      
*
 The information refers to the situation in October 2015.  

†
  Zsófia Deák participated in the capacity building as a delegate of the hbs office Prague.  
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ongoing research on issues of far-right ideology and the influence of Russia on the 
European far-right. (katyadunajeva@gmail.com) 
 

7. Antonis Galanopoulos (1989), Greece, is a graduate student in Political Theory and 
Philosophy at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He holds a bachelor's degree in 
Psychology. His main research interests are discourse analysis, populism, biopolitics 
and critical and political psychology. Furthermore, he is a blogger and regular 
contributor to various digital and print media (Unfollow, Xronos). He has also 
translated into Greek several articles of theorists such as Chantal Mouffe, Slavoj 
Žižek, Philippe Marlière and others. Currently, he is translating the book ‘Hegemony 
and Socialist Strategy’ by Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe. 
(antonisgal@gmail.com)  
 

8. Mona Hagi (18), Sweden, is studying science with focus on leadership and social 
entrepreneurship at the Bäckäng Gymnasium of Borås. She is involved in the Green 
Youth of Sweden, the youth wing of the Swedish Green Party, and is currently 
chairwoman of the Green Youth of Sjuhärad, a region in the southwest of 
Sweden. Mona is also a board member of the Green Youth’s committee on 
immigration. (mona_hagi@hotmail.com) 
 

9. Hoang Tran Hieu Hanh (24), Germany, is a graduate student in International 
Relations at Free University of Berlin, Humboldt University of Berlin and the 
University of Potsdam. Her main research interests are asylum law and identity 
politics, anti-racism, gender and ecological sustainability. She obtained her 
Bachelor’s degree in Sweden and is now part of the Alliance against Racism, an 
activist network group based in Berlin. 
 

10. Erik Kochbati (18), Sweden, is a high school student in his last year. He was 
president of the student union at his high school for a year, and attended the Raoul 
Wallenberg Academy for Young Leaders, a leadership course focussing on how to 
make a difference for others in the spirit of Raoul Wallenberg. A brief internship at a 
law firm that dealt mostly with asylum applications sensitised him about this topic. 
(erik.kochbati@hotmail.com) 
 

11. Maria Koutelidaki (23), Greece, is an undergraduate student in the Faculty of Law of 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. She has participated in EU 
simulation conferences, in the Erasmus programme in Austria, in the EXPLORE 
programme of AIESEC and she has been member of the students’ team for Amnesty 
International. She is interested in European and International Law as well as in 
Human Rights. (maria.koutelidaki@gmail.com) 
 

12. Bénédicte Laumond (27), France, is a PhD candidate in Political Science. She 
obtained a master's degree from the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Paris after she 
studied in Austria, Germany and England. Bénédicte now conducts a research on the 
state responses to the radical right in France and Germany. Her doctoral project is 
funded by the Heinrich-Böll- Stiftung. (laumond@cmb.hu-berlin.de) 
 

13. Daniel Lüchow (27), Germany, was awarded a master’s degree in European Studies 
from Leibniz University Hannover. He holds a Bachelor degree in political science 
and history. In 2014 he was an intern in the European policy programme at the 
European Union office of the Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung. He is part of the voluntary 
organisation Medinetz Hannover e.V. which tries to provide (il)legal immigrants with 
(better) medical care. (daniell@posteo.de) 
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14. Kate Samuels (24), United Kingdom, is an International Officer for the Scottish 
Young Green's, working on International campaigns, events and with the Federation 
of Young European Greens. She is based in Scotland where she graduated from BA 
(Hons) Social Sciences (Politics). Additionally Kate is a campaigns organiser for the 
Living Rent Campaign, which aims to establish better tenant right and protect renters 
from evictions. Kate has 5 years of experience working with students and in student 
politics, including at Glasgow Caledonian University, Student Participation in Quality  
Scotland (sparqs) and the National Union of Students. 
(katesamuels2016@gmail.com) 
 

15. Paul Stocker (26), United Kingdom, is currently a PhD candidate at Teesside 
University’s Centre for Fascist, Anti-Fascist and Post-Fascist Studies (CFAPS). Paul 
has had several peer-reviewed articles on British fascism published as well as a 
number of book reviews on the European far right. In addition to his academic work, 
Paul has also done consultancy work for CFAPS which included contributing to 
reports relating to anti-Muslim hatred in Britain and the state of the contemporary 
extreme right in Britain. (pauloliverstocker@gmail.com) 
 

16. Nikolett Suha (30), Hungary, is a lawyer, working at the Hungarian Equal Treatment 
Authority, investigating discrimination cases in connection with protected 
characteristics. She is a human rights professional dedicated to education inclusion of 
at-risk children, enforcement and implementation of anti-discrimination policies and a 
rights-based approach to integration of migrants and minorities. She has many years 
of experience in the third sector in her home country, combined with participation in 
international and EU project work and management of donor relations. As a Romani 
woman she is personally exposed to the changes of mainstream political ideology. 
(suha.nikolett@gmail.com) 

 


