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What is social solidarity?

 Durkheim- two types of social solidarity:

 mechanical solidarity-based on kinship ties of familial networks

 organic solidarity-based upon the dependence individuals have on each other 

 ‘The feeling of reciprocal sympathy and responsibility among members of a 
group which promotes mutual support’ (Wilde, 2007: 171)





CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION

PREAMBLE

“The peoples of Europe, in creating an ever closer union among them, are
resolved to share a peaceful future based on common values.

Conscious of its spiritual and moral heritage, the Union is founded on the
indivisible, universal values of human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity;…”





CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION

Chapter IV: Solidarity

 Workers’ right to information and consultation within the undertaking
 Right of collective bargaining and action
 Right of access to placement services
 Protection in the event of unjustified dismissal
 Fair and just working conditions
 Prohibition of child labour and protection of young people at work
 Family and professional life
 Social security and social assistance
 Health care
 Access to services of general economic interest
 Environmental protection
 Consumer protection

• Poverty
• Labour
• Education 
• Health 
• Environment



EU Social Justice 
Index 2016

Source: Social Justice in the EU – Index Report 2016, 
Bertelsmann Stiftung





The case of 
Bulgaria

Source: Social Justice in the EU – Index Report 2016, Bertelsmann Stiftung





How to improve social solidarity?

 European Solidarity Corps

 Pillar of Social Rights 

 Proposals for legislation

 Top-bottom

 Bottom-up





Conclusions

 Solidarity is one of the EU foundations

 The realities of the Member states are different

 The Union has different approaches to tackle it

Why it is necessary? 

To achieve an “ever closer union”.





Thank you for your attention

Questions & Comments?


