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&€ There will always be a remainder, whether you call it the inexplicable ('secret
would also be fine), there remains and will remain an area, however tiny, into
which the reason of our origins will not penetrate, because it runs into the
hitherto unexplained reason of poetry and of the art of the imagination, whose
incarnation remains as elusive as the body of a woman, a man or even merely
of an animal. Writing is - at least for me - movement forward, the conquest of a
body that | do not know at all, away from something to something that | do not
yet know. ¥

— Heinrich Boll, Nobel Prize Lecture, 1972
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Heinrich Boll — "Preacher with clownish traits"

Heinrich Boll was an influential figure in post-war Germany. Moral and roguish. Prudent
and inconvenient. Someone who, however never in an indoctrinating manner, would
often rise to speak his mind in a powerfully eloquent fashion — whether his words were
directed towards the church, the press, political left-wing as well as right-wing circles,
or aimed at the rigid hierarchies of civil order.

Boll was born 21 December 1917 in Cologne, a city that was to become a pivotal
reference point in his life. He was forced to abandon his studies in German and
classical philology which he had commenced in 1939 and during which he had put
his first literary attempts to paper. Drafted into the German armed forces, Boll fought
as a soldier during World War Il until April of 1945. The war finally came to an end
and, following months of captivity as a prisoner of war, he returned to his home city
of Cologne. He first broached the traumatic experiences from his time as a soldier,
at the conclusion of which he was left to return to a shattered and morally broke
Germany, in his 1949 war narrative “The Train Was on Time”. The following years saw
the publication of his collection of short stories “Stranger, Bear Word to the Spartans
We...” (1950), as well as what are commonly remembered as his greatest works,
among them the novels “And Where Were You, Adam?” (1951), “And Never Said a
Word” (1953) and “Billiards at Half-Past Nine” (1959).

From this time on, Boll increasingly established himself as a moral authority in Germany
and as an inconvenient figure representing a new kind of left-wing intellectuality. A
devout and yet questioning Catholic throughout his life, he published “The Clown”, an
open critique of the church, in 1963 and eight years on “Group Portrait with Lady” -
regarded by many as decisive in him being awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in
1972. Simultaneously, his essay in Der Spiegel magazine ignited a crucial controversy
around the handling of RAF terrorism. In 1974 he delivered a central contribution to
the decade’s debate revolving around violence and the media with one of his most
well-known pieces of work, “The Lost Honour of Katharina Blum”. During the ‘80s, Boll
chose to become increasingly politically active, especially as part of the growing peace
movement in Germany and across Europe. His work concluded in 1985 with his last
novel, “Women in a River Landscape”. On 16 July of the same year, Boll passed away
in his house in Langenbroich in the Eifel region.
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EDITORIAL

B

We were close to despair when faced with five feet of dark red book spines lined up on
the shelves of our library; 27 volumes containing the German complete edition of Heinrich
BoIl's works. This includes novels, letters, book reviews and short stories illustrating the
author’s intellectual journey. The legacy of a heavyweight of German literature who was
awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1972.

It was certainly not a shortage of material that caused us to break out in a sweat but
rather the necessity to choose a selection from this wealth that we wish to relay to a new
generation of culture enthusiasts in the Arabic-speaking world.

Heinrich Boll rose to prominence through his astute appropriation of what he observed
within German society during and after National Socialism and the Second World War.
He set out to find a “habitable language in an inhabitable country” and captured what
these years meant for Germany in form of sober and rational poetry, laced with a certain
foresight which serves to astonish to this day. Our foundation has chosen to assume his
name not only due to his literary work, but also owing to his unequivocal intention to be
involved: “Meddling is the only way to remain realistic,” in his words. Involvement not
only as a theory, but also incessantly in a practical and constructive manner: He tirelessly
advocated for other authors who were arrested and threatened by unjust regimes. When
Germany found itself in a state of paralysis induced by the “German Autumn” in the 1970s,
he made every effort to prevent the atmosphere of fear from turning into a dictatorship of
cautious thinking. Far from endorsing or justifying terrorist practices, he worked towards
a diversification of the debate and towards safeguarding society from thoughtlessly
abandoning its painstakingly gained freedoms.




Without having explicitly articulated it, Heinrich Boll did defend the inherent right of culture:
in the words of Syrian theatre practitioner Abdullah al-Kafri: “the right to create” - the right
to fiction even in times in which reality, in all its absurdity, rivals fiction. The political crisis
in wide parts of the Arab world is accompanied by a blossoming of cultural expression.
Rarely have so many rich creations from the region made an appearance on the global
stage, showing what life is like and simultaneously, how different it could be. Fiction means
to think in possibilities, to imagine oneself in a different pair of shoes and to demonstrate
that developments are not linear, and even less so without alternatives.

We meet this brief through our selection of three stories in which fiction and reality, the
thinkable and unthinkable, becomes blurred in the lives of the protagonists:

In “Something Will Be Done”, the protagonist perfects the trivial day-to-day duties of
his work with its insanely dull routines, only to finally find true appreciation for something
entirely different. The tragedy of “The Death of Elsa Baskoleit", a brief glimpse of whom
youthfully, uninhibitedly dancing causes speechlessness and who fantastically continues
to exist after her death, while those closest to her suffocate amidst the unfathomable.
While finally “The Laugher” is tasked with enacting a contagious zest for life in order to
captivate others, his superficial performance gives way to a deep melancholy. These three
characters — anonymous and yet familiar — reveal the contradictions and absurdities of
modern everyday life and, at the same time, commemorate its subtle beauty.

Artists Migo Rollz, Raphaelle Macaron and Magdy el-Shafee depict in this volume how they
interpret these narratives. They not only build a bridge to the three specific stories from
an unfamiliar context, but also convey how not everything requires a conclusive answer in
order to serve as a source of inspiration.







HEINRICH BOLL

SOMETHING WILL
BE DONE




SOMETHING WILL
BE DONE

A STORY OF ACTIONS

STORY BY/
HEINRICH BOLL

ATR BY/
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7 R T
The time I spent working for Alfred Wunsiedel was an experi-

ence I like to remember as one of the od

Though I naturally gravitate more towards | from time to time my
contemplation and idleness rather than work, . | | perpetual

contemplating earns one as little as idleness | | Once again, T found myself at such a low point,
does - force me to seek out a so-called job.

entrusted myself to an employment bureau

Ii and together with seven other I was sent to Wunsiedel's factory where

companions in misfortune, we were to undergo a suitability test.
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'The sight of the factory alone
rendered me wary: the building
had been constructed entirely
from glass bricks, and my
aversion to bright buildings and
illuminated rooms is just as T
strong as my aversion to work.

| 'We were promptly greeted with breakfast
in the bright, cheerfully decorated canteen

. =)
which only added to /dﬁ@
9

| || my suspiciousness.

1
[

B i 7 x P )

Pretty waitresses brought us eggs,
coffee and toast,

orange juice was served to us in tasteful decanters, alll
the while goldfish pressed their smug faces up against
the walls of bright green fish tanks. I
=i T AR i

NN,y e AL A

_ The waitresses were so cheerful that they
seemed to nearly burst with cheerfulness. I

= sensed that only strong will power kept

= them from continuously warbling a tune.

(= . ]
—ﬂ ‘They were as brimming with unsung

ballads as chickens urging to lay eggs. “*

Pl
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I immediately suspected what my com-  and so I chewed it~ embracing the idea of a
panions seemed to have missed: that devortedly, person nourishing their body
this breakfast formed part of the test; with precious substances.

e e———————
I conducted myself in a way which, under I drank orange juice on a sober stomach,
normal circumstances, no power in this world

could coerce me to do:
——

A

did not bother with the coffee or the egg, ( Indeed, such was my dedication that I stood up and ——
and left most of the toast untouched. purposefully paced the length of the canteen.

v v

Thus, I was the first to be led
into the examination room
in which questionnaires had
been arranged on delightful
tables. The walls were tinted
in a shade of green that
would elicit the description
“charming” from the lips of
any interior design zealot.

Not a soul could be seen and yet I was so certain I was being watched
that [ behaved the way any other purposeful person would when they
feel unwatched.
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[ impatiently pulled the screwed it open, sat down at the nearest table and pulled the

stylograph out of my bag, next best questionnaire closer, in a manner
similar to a choleric person snatching the bill
in a tavern.

Do you believe it appropriate that a person has two arms, two legs, eyes
and ears?

For the first time I reaped the rewards of my ruminations and without
hesitation the words flowed from my pen:

First question:

Even four arms, legs, ears would
not satisty sy CAIRSt for action.
7 he egetpment of man i5 pallry.

Second question: How many telephones
can you operate at the same time?

Here, also, I conjured up the answer as
effortlessly as the solution to a first
degree equation:

IF there are only Seven
lelephones,I become impadient,
iZ Pakes nine 2o allow me Zo
Fee/ fully occupied.”

Third question: How do you spend your time after work?

My reply:

T Aave /c:mS forgoiz‘en st | wfter hewwrs is = I Streck it Fron 1y Vo
carﬁa/ah/ on sty Fifleenth 5:‘!-1‘/7d(a/, for in the éegr'nm'tg was The deed




—= -

C

i

T
T
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=

[ got the job. As a matter of fact, I really did feel
under-worked, even with nine telephones. I would
Something has

shout into the telephone receiver =;
H—————\ beendone
— N é Something

|
|
AT

should be done

Something has =
to be done

Do something!

@

Act immediately!
L

|= Something is going
L]
: to be done

\:_‘1.

Something has
tobe done

,_x
y




Usually, however, - for I believed that to best
suit the atmosphere - I chose the imperative.

Ring Ri
Ring

Ring Ring
Ring

Ring Rlng
Rlng

ing
s

Q< /&9

4 |
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The lunch breaks I found interesting; we would sit in the canteen and enjoy nutritious meals, sur-
rounded by silent cheerfulness. Wunsiedel’s factory was teeming with people who were - as is typi-
cal for big personalities - itching to tell the tall tales of their life stories. The stories of their lives are
of greater importance to them than their actual lives; at the push of a button, they regurgitate their
spiel with honour.

\ == 1
Vv Y '
[\ ' \I
W _ 3
== 0 ) —
=\ %) /)
y o
[ /
]
Wﬁn;;e T pT—— i himself renowned for having supported
—— Br}c))sglek = = 0 = seven children and a paralysed wife by
: i working night shifts as a student

‘n

==

and for having successfully acted as a sales agent for four businesses
at the same time and nonetheless passed two state examinations with
distinction in t
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1 1]
When reporters asked him the question: “When do you
' even manage to sleep, Broschek?” he would reply:
== | !
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husband and four children through by knitting, gy and social studies,

Wunsiedel’s secretary had brought her paralysed ' P while earning a doctorate in psycholo-

and rising to fame as a bar singer by the

name of Vamp 7 at the same time.
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belonged to the people who barely after
waking up in the morning are determined to
act.

—

e
Wunsiedel himself g =

these people think to themselves
while enthusiastically tying the
belt of their dressing gown.

and triumphantly watching beard hairs
and soap suds rinse off the razor blade.

“I need to act,” they think
while shaving

These remnants of hairiness are Even the more intimate accomplishments of the morning
first to fall victim to their insatiable are cause for satisfaction for this type of person: the swish
vigour. of water, paper being used. Something has been done.
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Bread is consumed,

the egg is decapitated.

Waunsiedel could make the most trivial
action appear like a profound act:

the way he donned his hat,

how he - trembling with
energy — buttoned up his coat

the kiss he placed on his wife’s “‘
cheek, everything he did was an
act.

calling out:

- Each time he steppanto his
office at the start of the day, he
would greet his secretary by

<
Something has
to be done!

Something ™
will be done!

[ Wunsiedel W(;uld
then pace from one
department to the

next, would cheerfully
call out his

e

Something
has tobe done

And when he stepped into my room, I would looD

back at him with a beaming smile and reply:
 Em——

i |
s i |
1 |

=/ Something
will be donel
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Within one week, I increased the
number of operated telephones to
eleven,

within two weeks increased the number further to thirteen,

IT T T Ty

and I enjoyed forming new imperatives in my
mind while sitting on the tram to work, or made
the verb to do traverse all the different tenses,

genera, the subjunctive and indicative modes

Something should 5 = That should not
have been done, s have been done

for two days, all I spoke was

the one sentence because [
admired its beauty so much: 3




That way, I soon started to genuinely work
to capacity whenever something actually
happened. On a Tuesday morning
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F had not even taken my seat properly - Wun-
Fsiedel burst into my room and called out his

l’Hox.vever, something inexplicable in his
face made me hesitate

Answer me

the way you
should!

and, at first, I failed to reply with the required
cheerful and animated “Something will be done!”

Something
will be done

L and as soon as [ had spat it out,
something happened indeed:

| Wunsiedel suddenly plunged to the floor, =
turned to his side while falling and came
to lie across the doorway.
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I immediately knew
what was only
confirmed when I
slowly walked around

my desk to approach
the lying body:

Shaking my head, I stepped across
Wunsiedel

[ where I entered without knocking. Broschek
sat at his desk, holding a telephone receiver in
each hand, a pen in his mouth with which he
jotted down notes :

p ==y

Broschek spat out the pen, lay down both receivers,
hesitantly lifted his toes from the knitting machine.

—
he was dead.

and slowly treaded down the hallway to
Broschek’s room

while he operated the knitting machine under his
table with his bare feet. That way, he contributed
to clothing his family.

What has
happened?




25

Mr. Wunsiedelis

: It's +rue,)

lNonetheless, he slid his | and followed me down

No, That is feet into his slippers the hallway.

impossible

“No,” he said when we both stoo_d___
over Wunsiedel’s dead body,

I carefully turned over Wunsiedel onto
his back, pressed his eyes shut and gazed
at him thoughtfully. I nearly felt fond-
ness for him and for the first time it
dawned on me that I had never hated
him. There was something in his face,
similar to a child’s face who refuses to
surrender its belief in Father Christmas
even though its playmates sound more
and more convincing.
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to be done

Something was done: Wunsiedel was laid to
rest and I was chosen to walk behind his
coffin, carrying a wreath of artificial roses.

Something has

Something needs
tobe done

For I not only possess a disposition for contempla-
tion and idleness, but have also inherited an appear-
ance and a face splendidly suited to black suits.
Evidently - trailing behind Wunsiedel’s coffin with
the wreath of artificial roses - I looked sublime.

I obtained an offer from an elegant funeral parlour to [ I ha;u:led in my notice to Broschek with
take up work for them as a professional mourner. the reason that I still felt under-worked,

“You are a born mourner;” the funeral director ascer-
tained, “We provide the attire. Your face — simply

magnificent!”

thirteen telephones -

that my capabilities - despite the A were underused.
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Immediately following my first professional funeral
march, I knew: This is where you belong. This is the
4 place you were always meant to be.

I stand contemplatively behind a casket in the
- chapel, holding a simple bouquet of flowers in
my hands while listening to the tune of Hindel’s [
Largo, a piece of music that does not receive the
' regard it deserves.

A,

=LA

)
— -

=W

==

>




The cemetery’s coffee shop has f it is the place where I dwell in
become my local; == | | between my performances.

|

Yet sometimes I walk behind caskets for which I buy flowers at my own expénse and consort
have not received the instruction to do so, with the welfare worker who walks behind
the coffins of the homeless.

Every now and then, I visit Wunsiedel’s
grave - for I ultimately owe it to him
that I discovered my actual profession:

work that virtually calls for contemplativeness
and where idleness is a duty.




\

It took a while before it struck me that I had never been
interested in the product manufactured in Wunsiedel’s factory.

It must have been soap.
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THE BASEMENT OF THE HOUSE IN WHICH WE USED TO LIVE
IN WAS RENTED OUT TO A MERCHANT CALLED BASKOLEIT.

THE AR WAS FILLED WITH THE WHIFF OF ROTTEN ERUIT

BASKDLET HAD PUT THERE FOR THE WASTE COLLECTDRS
AND WE WOULD OFTEN HEAR HIS BOOMING.

EAST PRUSSIAN VOICE MUFFIED THROUGH THE OPAL
GLASS PANE , COMPLRINING ABOUT THE BAD TIMES.

WE KNEW, THE LAY ONLY CHILDAEN KNQW

. CVEN WHEN HE TOLD US OFF, AND HE
WOULD OFTEN CLIMB THE FEW STEPRS FROM| |AND ORANGES WHICH HE WOULD
THAT HIS SCOLDING WAS JUST A GAME.. | | THE BASEMENT ONTO THE STREETS. TOS5 US LIKE BALS.

HIS POLKETS BRIMMING WITH APPLES
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MAYBE SHE ALREADY WAS:IN ANY CASE, SHE

QUR INTEREST IN BASKOLEIT WAS Due
TO HIS DAUGHTER,ELSA, WHO WE KNEW § |IN THE YELIOW PLASTERED CELLAR BEHIND

TRULY, HOWEVER... WANTED TD BE A DANCEA. BASKOLEITS KITCHEN.

PRACTISED FREQUENTLY, ALWAYS DOWNSTAIRS

. DRESSED IN A GREEN LEOTARD, PALE, THE IMAGE OF A
SWAN HOVERING FOR MINUTES AT A TIME..

w WHIRLING ARQUND, [EAPING OR FLIPPING OVER...

HER LEAN BODY DRAPED IN GREEN INSIDE | | THE PALE, STRAINED FACE AND




.. THE TOP OF WHitH SOMETIMES
BRUSHED AGRINST THE NAKED LIGHTBULE

« WHICH IN TURN WOULp SWING

BACK AND FORTH.

33

-« SENDING |TS YELIOW GLOW INTD
© THe (OURTYARD.

SOME PEOPLE WOULD SHOUT ACROSS THE YARD

AND 1 DID NOT KNOW (HAT A WHORE Was § 1... AND THERE LIERE OTHERS (WHO CALLED OuT

BASKOLEITS (WINDOW WOULD THEN FLY OPEN AND HIS HEAVY,
BOLD HEAD WOULD MATERIALISE AMIDST A CLOUD OF KITCHEN FUMES.

AND THE LIGHT THAT THEN FLOODED THE COURTYARD FROM THE
OPEN KITCHEN WINDOW WAS FOLLOWED BY HIM SHOUTING A FLOOD
OF INSUITS INTO THE DARK YARD, OF WHICH | DID NOT UNDERSTAND ANY.




i
\ /

IN ANY CASE, A CURTAIN WAS SOON ADDED TO ELSA'S YET | STIL LOOKED OveR TO THE MATT GLEAMING
RO0M, THE THICK VELVETY GREEN OF THE FABRIC SQUARE EVERY EVNENING AND SAW HER ,EVEN THOUGH
PREVENTING ANY LIGHT FROM ESCAPING THROUGH THE WINDOWY | | COULD NoT SEE HER.

1

\0_4(9 I 9>

298

€ISA BASKOLEIT [N HER GREEN LEOTARD, SLENDER AND BLONDE ‘

LEVITATING FOR SECONDS UNDER THE NAKED LIGHTRULB.

(N

LEARNT WHAT A WHORE (S, SOON BELIEVED TO KNOW
WHAT A DISGRACE |S.

v

SAW DANCERS —BUT | NEVER TOOK A LIKING TO ANY
OF THEM AS |HAD TO €L5A BASKOLEIT.. AND | NEVER HEARD OF HER AGAIN.




WE MOVED TO A DIFFERENT TOWN,
WAR (AME, A LONG WAR, AND 1
CERSED TO THINK ABOUT ELSA
BASKOLEIT, DID NOT EVEN REMEMBER
HER WHEN We RETURNED T THE |
OLD TOWN.

| TRIED MY HAND AT MANY

PROFESSIONS UNTIL | EVENTUALLY TDOK

/| UP WORK AS A DELIVERY DRWER FOR
P | A FRUIT (HOLE SALER: STEERING A

TRUCK (WAS THE ONLY THING | WAS
 REALLY GOOD AT.
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A

. SAw ELSA BASKOLET DANCING; THIN AND PALE, DRESSED N GREEN, AND THAT MORNING- | CHOSE TO
FOLLOW A DIFFERENT ROUTE THAN THE ONE | HAD BEEN ASSIGNED.

0F THE LANTERNS BETIWEEN WHICH (E Used 1o iy |
ONLY ONE WAS LEFT.AND T WAS MISSING ITS HEAD | | THROUGH DEEP POTHOLES.

MOST HOUSES WAD SEEN DESTROYED AND

ONIY oNE CHILD WAS QUT ON THE StReer
WHICH USED TD BE FILLED WITH SWARMS | | OF A CRUMBLING WALL AND DRAWNG

A SINGLE PALE, DARK B0y,
LANGUIDLY SITTING QN THE REMAINS

OF PLAYING CHILDREMN. FIGURES INTD THE WHITISHT DusT,

e

He RAISED HIS HEAD WHEN | PRSSED Bur
THEN LET HISHEAD SINK AGAIN.

UITS ¢ VEGE TABLES

A/

1 BRAKED IN FRONT OF BASKOLEITS HOUSE
AND GaT QUT:

H1S SMALL DISPLAY SHOP WINDOWS WIERE husTy , CARDRDARD BoX PYRAMIDS

#AD COLLAPSED AND THE GREEN CARDBOARD HAD TURNED BLACK WITH DUST.




EACH MORNING. | COLLECTED MY LIST, LUAS GIVEN BOKES |
wit4 BASKETS AND ORANGES, BASKETS WITH PLUMS
AND DROVE THEM INTD TOWN.

37

I . 4
ONE DAY, WHILE STANDING AT THE RAMP WHERE my
VEHICLE WAS BEING LOADED UP AND COMPARING WHAT THe
STORE KecPer  LOADED ON WITH MY LIST

"‘ :— . s = J

THE BOOKKEEPER EMERGED FROM HIS CABIN (wWHICH (JAS
LAMINATED wiTh BANANA POSTERS AND ASKED

THE STOREKEEPER.

€VERY NoW AND THEN, HE
ORDERS SOMETHING.
Blue GRAPES, |

THE BOOKKEEPER RETREATED TO HIS CABIN AND | —
I NO LONGER PAID ATIENTION T0 WHETHER THEY
LOADED EVERMTHING ON THE LIST ONTD THE TRUCK.

| Saw THE BRIGHTLY ILLUMINATED SECION OF THE
BASEMENT WINDOW , GLOWING BEFORE MY EYES.
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MY GAZE LWANDERED U
HOUSE WHILE | HESITANTLY PyYLLED OPEN THE SHOP
DooR AND Sowld DESCENDED.

HIS GREY HAIR PROTRUDING FROM UNDER | | WATCHING HIM, | COULD SENSE How TEDIOUS {T WAS FOR HIM TO FILL
VINEGAR FROM A BIG BARREL INTD BOTTLES.

-.. WHILE R PUDDLE FORMED ON THE FLOOR
A ROTTEN, SOUR , SMELLING SPOT IN THE

LJOOD WHICH CREAKED UNDER THE WEGHT
OF HIS STeps.

[HE SEEMED TO STRUGGLE GITH THE TAP, AND
THE SOUR LIQUID RAN DVER HIS FINGERS.

N e
AN EMANCIPATED WOMAN WRAPPED IN A REDDISH COAT STOOD AT THE
COUNTER, WATCHING HIM INDIFFERENTLY.

HE FWALY FINNISHED FILLING UP THE |
BOTTLE, SQUEEZED IN THE PLUG...
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"1 QUICTLY REFEATED WHAT | HAD ALREADY UTTERED AT
THE DOOR, BUT NO ONE ANSWERED Me.

:

BASKOLEIT PLACED THE BOTTIE ON THE COUNTER . HIS FACE WhS

PALE AND UNSHAVEN AND HE NO G LOOKED AT THE WOMAN ANDTOLD HER.

1Y DAIGHTER DIED—- €150

7 KNOWN THAT FOR YEARS
[ 1 STILL Neeb SCOURING PO

MY DAUGHER DIED-

-2 (e
[ O‘\ i

HE LOOKED AT THE WOMAN AS iF IT HAD
ONLY JUST HAPENNED , LOOKED AT HER
HELPLESSLY.

0

THE LODSE ONE-
ONE POUND.

.o BUT THE WOMAN INSTRUCTED HIm.

AND BASKOLEIT PULLED OUT A BIACK BARREL FROM
UNDERNEATH THE COUNTER , POKED RROUND IN IT (WiTH
A TIN SCOOP AND WITH HIS SHAKING HANDS TRANSFERED
YEUOWISH CLUMPS INTO A GRCY PAPER BAG.

MY DAUGHTER
DIED-

- IND| LOOKED AROUND, (ULD SEE NOTHING OTHER THAN

DUSTY NoobLE PACKAGES.
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THE VINEGAR BARREL OF WHICH THE
TAP SLOWLY DRIPPED,

|- PND AN €NAMEL SIGN SHOWING A
BLONDE, GRINNING BoY EATING A CHODLATE
BAR THAT HAD NOT EXISTED {N YEARS.

S0Me (oINS ONTD THE COUNTER...

"VIC WOMAN PLACED THE BOTTLE IN HER SHOPPING NET,
PACKED AWAY THE SCOURING POWDER ALONGSIDE IT, THREL)

N

nﬁb S SHE TURNED ARDUND AND WALKED PAST M€,
FLEETINGLY POWTED TO HER FOREHEAD WITH HER FINGER

AND SMILED AT ME.

| REMENIBERED A TIME (JHEN |
WAS S0 SMALL,MY NOSE

WoULD REST UNDER THE EDGE
OF THE COUNTER

WHILE | NOW EFFORTLESSLY LODKED

OVER THE GLASS Box CARRYING THE
NAME OF A BISCUIT COMPANY AND
ONLY (ONTAINING DUSTY BAGS FILLED
WiH PAPER PuLP.



FOR MOMENTS | FELT

LyKE |WAG SHRINKING

U,

N

7
= | FeLT THE TIP OF MY NISE

-\

DIRTY EDGE OF THE COUNTER \\\

CouLD FEeL MY HAND
TIGHTEN AROUND SOME

PENNIES FOR SWEETS

i\

N

y /

p’l Sal)

et »
ﬁ {\ /f Mt L
Iy “"\‘v y DHNCING
PR R
M e i
\ / % F‘"‘i‘l. U i |'.'.|
LR :
\ H*'.': m:“ 'I;:""
e e o /
N —_ ,"l"]‘\‘:‘ ul‘l.f ’f\.“ . p,"",“_l! /
N LI rer e
sl e it / =
/s Lefg v oot 5
f\|f ry \‘r"’::p'l,.:’:'.rr",l‘.pl /%
/ :f,/‘ HEARD PEOPLE 7
S, 4 IN THe QuRT- \
/ Yarp SHour... \ :
’
| /
\/ \/
3 \/f/ \/
%
N ,,’/\‘/
’ -
N AN
/\“ -
- X
S N
\ -~ PRI
/”’ ’ ”
v ay
YR
. s
e,
t

UNTIL BASKOLER'S Voite
ROUSED ME.
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HE SAID AVOMATIALLY, ALMOST (IITHOUT ANY FEELING,
$T00D ATTHE DISPLA CASE, LIHIIE HE GAZED O ONTOTHE SReer

SHE Liked
AT GAAPES —
BLUE ONES.

But SHE 15 %7
A DEAD NOW.
W TURNED WIS BACK T0 ME, KEEPING HIS HANDS INTIE | HE DID NOT SAY ;
POCKETS OF HIS STAINED GREY OVERCOAT. “How :}AN i :EL:, %tb?“uou S

MY DAUGHTER DIED.

D

WITHOUT e¥EN LDOKING AT ME.

HE JUST STOOD CLOSE TO THE DRIPPING VINEGAR
BARREL AT THE DISPLAY CASE, SAID




43

| ONLY MANAGED TO TEAR MYSELF FROM My
TRAIN OF THOUGHT WHEN ANOTHER WOMAN
STEPPED INTO THE SHOP.

//
3 /
G

SHE WAS SMALL AND PLUMP, HELD A SHOPPNG BAG IN
FRONT OF HER STOMACH ,AND RASKOLEIT TURNED TO

—_
&) (@
L)

GE X\

THE WOMEN REPLIED AND BUDDENLY BURST INTD TEARS.

@)

AND BASKOLEIT MOVED BEHIND THE COUNTER 10 POKE AROUND
IN THE BARREL W1 THE TIN. SCOOP.
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==

[ GAME OUT TO FIND THE PALE, DARK B0Y WHO HAD BEEN
SITNNG (N T™HE CRUMBLING WALL Now BALANCING ON
THE FOOTBOARD OF MY TRUCK WHILE CLOSELY EXAMINING THE DASHBOARD

LET THE RIGHT, THEN THE LEFT INDICATOR FLIP UP.

THE BOY WAS STARTLED WHEN HE NOTICED ME STANDING
BEHIND HIM BuT | QUICKIY GRABRABED 4 HOLD oF HIM...

... LOOKED INTO HIS PALE, SCARED FACE
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[-AND REACHED FOR AN APPLE FROM ONE OF THE BOXES
ON MY TRUCK TO BIVE TO HIM,

| TOOK QuT ANOTHER APPLE AND ANGTHER ONE. PUSHED THEM IN HIS POCKETS, MANY APPLES ...
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BEFORE | CLIMBED INTO
THE TRUGK AND DROVE
AwAyY.

B
(]
o — L1 XY
! B\ 5N
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\ \\\_\\\‘\‘\“ \\\\\ \(\\
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0
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-
- ~ o - -
. - - -_— ™ — -~ i <
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TN TN D
,-“_ -— - -
—— — -
b S —
THE END.

RAPHAELIE MACARON Zoi}









Every kime I am asked abouk my profession,
embarrassment. befalls me: my foce kumns red, I skumble
over ry Ouwn words - albetk I oam known ko be a
confident person okheruise.

I am envious of kEhose

who can simply skaoke:

I om a brLckla_\jer.
-
N \
,l*:- \‘?‘

s 1 envy hairdressers,
v - _ . accounkants and

} "’.‘ wrikers bhe simpliciby
(Y of bheir response ko

| AN of bthese professions are
(_ self—explanakory ond require
no cumbersome explanakions. .
I however, am compelled o ansuwser
i.nqu'u‘ ites of bhis kind wikh:

Boased
unast?he

sk ory

by

Heirrich B\

L AUGHER

AKTS; Moed.j €l-Shafez _

Such a confession
calls for anokhersince
L erobhfully answer
Ehe second clueshi.on,
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I do, in fock, \Lve off Yy Iauah(—,er. and I live well. My |a\ualnl—,er s
- n commerciol kerms - 50u8ht ofter. I am a BOOd' a skillea lauaher,
no one \auahs Ehe Loy I do, nobody else has moskered Ehe nuonces
of oy arti.sl:r:j. For o lor\e kime, I desecribed mBSeIF - Ln order ko
avoid inconvenient explanakions - as an ackor,
S A P M_..»—

e
B

A — Bkaman, ;QI :

while My mMinic expressiveness and o akor Y obUities are
so poor Ehak I fele I woas nok doing Ehis descripkion juskice;
Tlove bhe Erukh, ond Ehe Ervkh is: I om o lowgher. I om
neibher a clown nor o comedian,

—

I do nok amuse people,
instead
I epibomise omusement:

I con .Quﬂh \Lke or a Ser\SLt'L\fe |C\U8hter me s as FQMLiLC\r

a Roman emperor schoolboy; the ITkh century kO me QSFbMt
of kthe

19 h

F ond Lf I need ko, T wsil Iquah l:hroualn cenburies, Ehrouah oMl costes of
socieby, all ages: I jusk leamk ko do ik, khe way one leans ko sole o
shoe. America’s laughter resks in my cheskt, Africa’s laughter, white,
red, yellows iaushl:er - and, Ln rekurn for an aereeable fee,

I make ik sound os directed.

L
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I hove become indispensable; I laugh on records,
laugh on koape, and rodio producers kreak me
considerakely.

40,J‘£ J“7 b
1 w_\.lﬁh' s
rens e sterically

P S
- L laugh fike
e vih like & tyrg,., conducior

W qh
a
Plrreyny
S in 44 £
Sod

busin

roMming Iauahl'.er s evening \U\uahter .
nockurnol \auahter and \auahter
ok down, n shork: wherever ond
howsever lqua'hher L5 needed:

I will do k.

S A CHR

Sh o | R TRV AN o

You will understand Ehak such a
profession s skrenuous, especially
glven thot - Ehot is oy
Speci_q\i._(:,xj - I also hold
command of Ehe infeckious
chuah',

[ I have Eherefore become Lndispensoble for Ehird and fourth
closs comedions wiho — q_ut.l:e rLalnt.lB - feor for khe
delivery of kheir jokes.

e

-~
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This requires precision work.

Ltk needs ko be
ny heartag -
unleashed in Jusb Ehe
boiskerous .
n_shl: rmorenk
\owghker nok koo loke, = T Eban bresk ook
cannok erupk in laughker as
koo early, inskrucked, bhe enktire
ouvdience roars a\ione.
and Ehe punchiine

LS Saved.

| I exhoauskedy
| slip aay ko my dressu\a
room

and pull on my cooky hoppy Once ok home, there ore kelegroms
n Ehe kr\Ou.sIedae Ehok Yy le:Lha for me:

uorki,ne doy has come ko

.. and 0“‘3 a
fews hours \aker,
I am sak on an

- T i
A\~ -

kroin ond bemoon ey ‘_ e _' v v u:{{,:‘-“ﬂff = PR
ray forkune. - Ml PV TS vl




§

Everyone will underskand bhak after work or on holidays
I feel no urge ko laugh: the milker is glod ko forgek
bhe cow, the mason s hoappy ko forgek khe morkar,
and most carpenters have ok home doors khat do nok
Shok or drowers thot koke greak effork ko be opened.
Confecktioners love sour alnerki_ns. bubkchers
are fond of marzipan and the boker prefers the - —
Sausage ko Ehe breod, bull{:i_slnters enjoy handling .
doves, boxers tum pole when they see bheir children
wikth a nosebleea:

I understond all Ehaky as I never lough after work.
I om a dead serious person and other people - perhaps
rightly — consider me a pessimist.

i B o i

DurLr\a the firsk years : buk in Ehe meantime

of our marriages My {'5he. has realised that

1

wife would ofken urge

me O “Come on,

\c\uah”

I connok arqnl'. her
N Ehak wish.
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I am conkent whenever I con relax my skrained facial

muscles, sookhe My kired mind wikh profound earmeskness.

Yes, khe laughter of okthers also T We lead a quiet and peaceful
marrioge because my wife has

unnerves me becoause Lk reminds me

koo much of My work.

Forsol;'.ten hows ko lc:\\.’at-\'f

every now and Ehen, I cakech her Wwe kol q'ui._et;lﬂ because I hake
smilings ond Ehen I also smile. the noise in music halls, debest

Ehe noilsiness of recording

skudios.
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becouse [ﬁ y i ‘
_ .'Hl 7

I need ko open my moukh koo often in order ko \quah - (\ { L \\

( I go khrough my personal life wikh a mokionless face, Z’

S T

Senhle smile [

' permLhE.Lne raysSelf only an occasional

[

7/
=

s

)
o

1 'y

O

-~

/s, I,

ond I frequently ponder wshebher
I hove ever really \aushed. Y

PV WA ¥ b
\ AT suspeck: no.

My sLb\Lnas remember me as always hquna been a serious boy.

Thos I lauah in maniLfold wWoySy buk My own lauah(:.e_r I have never heard.
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